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Looking Ahead To 1960 Library Week 


by VIRGINIA MATHEWS 
Assistant Executive Director National Library Week 


OOKING ahead to National Library Week, librarians in over 5,000 

rural and urban centers are making plans to broaden their local pro- 

grams, to encourage increasing local participation and emphasize the meaning 
of library services and reading to every age-group. 


The results reflected in previous Library Week reports prove that success- 
ful local programs do not depend on the size of the community. Rather, the 
scope of activity hinges on the extent to which the local librarian plans with 
citizen members of the committee and engages the cooperation of resources 
that are available in every American community: namely, the schools, the 
church and church groups, youth, civic and fraternal groups, library trustees. 
No matter how limited the population, the opportunities are limitless if 
librarians plan thoughtfully and work with organized groups and leading 
citizens, with specific local objectives in mind. Here are some of the ways 
this can be accomplished. 


School-Community Activities 


School-community activities offer a special opportunity, particularly to 
emphasize the importance of reading to teen-agers, one of the major aims 
of the 1960 NLW program. A school-leader, perhaps the president of the 
student council or a school club, might be asked to serve on the community 
committee. A student speaker who is an avid reader could speak to a local 
business group or women’s auxiliary meeting on the books that are part of 
their school and recreational life. High school students could escort a group 
of younger children on a tour of the library. Elementary school children 
could plan an exhibit of their parents’ favorite childhood books for display 
in school during a parents’ visiting day, or in the library as a feature of Open 
House. Young adults could make a survey of the community’s reading habits 
as a school project, reporting and discussing the results at a PTA meeting. 
Art classes can hold Library Week theme poster contests, winning entries to 
be displayed in the school, the library, or in a shop window. Young people 
could set up a project to collect newspapers, magazines and books for foreign 
language teachers to use in classrooms during Library Week. 
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Cooperation with Churches 


Church and church group cooperation can be enlisted in a number of ways, 
Ask clergymen to make sermons on the values of reading for spiritual growth, 
family unity and education for youth. Clergymen and lay leaders can under. 
take church library programs (start a church library or urge its church 
members to become familiar with the religious collection in the public library), 
A Lay Committee could prepare and circulate a list of such books available 
in the church or public library. Sunday School classes can make posters for 
Library Sunday. A Church Committee could plan an evening of spiritual 
reading. Church bulletin boards could be used for announcements of NLW 
events of all kinds. Exhibits of appropriate books could be planned as part 
of all church group meetings during April. 


Community Organizations 


Community organizations, particularly those whose national leadership has 
endorsed NLW, should be made aware of the interlocking interests they have ‘ 


in your local objectives, civic, educational and social. Members of such 


groups can help arrange displays, campaign their membership to insure that | 


everyone has a library card. An organization could be invited to hold a meet- 
ing at the library, to include a tour and a talk by a member on the use of 


the library for their organization work or as a community resource. Hobbyists | 


and experts could be featured at meetings of their own or other organizations 
on the books they use or collect related to their hobbies. Invite members of 


several groups to hold a forum on the library and community needs. Local [ 
businessmen’s groups can help set up exhibits, transport book collections, | 
plan a program of reading aloud at one of their regular meetings, or a talk | 
on the use of the library by business and industry. Book-lists or resource | 
information available at the library might be prepared with the local business- | 


group and distributed at meetings. A local educator, speaking on the impor- 


tance of reading and libraries, could be scheduled at almost any community 
meeting. 


Small Rural Areas 


Last year some of the most outstanding NLW programs took place in the 


smaller rural areas. New Hampshire’s state prize for the most outstanding 


children’s program was awarded to Gilsum, population 568. School children ; 


paraded as story-book characters, winding up at the library for refreshments 


and a sale of surplus and worn library books that had been weeded out by | 
library trustees. In Bow, the library put on its show at Town Meeting time, © 


with a special display for voters in the new community building. A hobby 
show was scheduled at Rumney, featuring afghans, paintings, decorated cakes, 
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lampshades, all tied in with books on these subjects. In many of Vermont’s 
smaller libraries where funds were limited, posters were made by hand or 
the schools undertook to make them as special projects directly involving the 
students. 


All these created a new interest in reading and new friends for the library 
and the librarian. They are all demonstrations of what can be accomplished 
by imaginative planning, success stories that can be followed and adapted 
to local needs by other librarians for even greater results during 1960 National 
Library Week. 
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Concord Public Library celebrated National Library Week with a series of panel 
discussions on various subjects. Shown here are the participants who discussed the sub- 
ject: “How Modern Science Has Affected Our Daily Lives.” Left to right are: Dr. 
Harold Downes of New England College; Chester Larson, library trustee; John Hartigan 
of Sprague Electric Co.; and Dr. Anthony Bower, physician. (Finney Photo) 








NLW AND MY HOME TOWN - 1959 


by WILFRED L. Morin, Library Extension Specialist, 
Library Services Branch, U. S. Office of Education 


T was with a great deal of pride that I learned from the N. H. State 

Library that my home town library in Marlboro, New Hampshire, The 
Frost Free Library, had won the State prize of a set of the Encyclopedia 
Americana for the best all-around job of celebrating National Library Week. 

The planning for National Library Week, the number of community groups 
that participated to make the Week a success, the number and quality of 
activities during the Week, all point toward the continuing services a com- 
munity library can give its readers and all are essential ingredients for a 
successful program. 

The Planning Committee Chairman stated its mission very well. ‘National 
Library Week,” he said, “should enable us within our community to demon- 
strate to the people the need for local support and use of this wonderful 
medium for advancing our cultural and educational abilities. It should be 
regarded not as an isolated project, a week to be observed, but a commence- 
ment toward a continuous development for the improvement, betterment and 
usefulness of this medium of self-education.” 


He pointed out the unique role the library contributes to the continuing 
education of all the Community, no matter what the years of formal education 
might be. ‘There is a wealth of knowledge stored in the books resting quietly 
upon the library shelves, begging to be read.” 

The Committee members were: Oscar F. Croteau, prominent business man, 
town government official, Chairman; Mrs. Corinne Nash, librarian, Vice- 
Chairman; Mrs. Mabel Page, representing library trustees; Miss Ruth 
Hemenway, Mrs. Jean Williams, Mrs. Julie Barrett, Girl Scouts; Mrs. Betty 
Purchase, Art promotion; Miss Sue Gordon, President, Student Council; 
Miss Eleanor LaBrie, High School faculty; Mr. Allen Williams, Mrs. Edward 


Frazer, Boy Scouts; Mrs. Alice Knight, Discussion group; Mrs. Audrey 
Harris, Recreation Committee. 


For a small community of about 1,500 people, the involvement of nearly 
every aspect of community life indicated sound planning leading to success 
of the program, but also underlines the amount of work necessary to achieve 
that success. 

Not only was the committee concerned with the goal of making the library 
better known and thus encouraging greater use, but also with its material 
aspects: Is the physical plant large enough to meet local needs? Is it airy 
and well lighted? And here, I thought, the Chairman recognized a com- 
munity’s greatest wealth, a dedicated, alert, zealous librarian. He asked the 


4 























APRI 





Pi ye te 
WINNER OF THE 1959 NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK CONTEST IN NEW 
HAMPSHIRE for the best all-around program was the Frost Free Library, Marlboro. 
Shown examining their prise of an Encyclopedia Americana are Mrs. Corinne F. Nash, 
librarian; Mrs. Mabelle Page, trustee; Miss Ruth E. Hemenway, trustee. 


Committee to give suggestions that might help “our talented young librarian” 
in making the library a community center of intellectual inspiration. The role 
of the librarian in a community is an increasingly important one. 

How the community became involved in an activity program can be seen 
by the variety of suggestions made at the planning committee meeting: (1) 
There should be a special display of books in the central part of the town; 
(2) A school program should be set up to interest the students in the elemen- 
tary grades; (3) The community librarian decided to visit the high school 
to explain National Library Week and the service the local library has to 
offer; (4) National Library Week posters should be made; (5) Circulars 
should be made up to advertise the Week’s activities; (6) Plan to set up a 
display of library materials to interest the men, so they would come more 
frequently to the library; (7) Set up an exhibit of interest to the whole 
family; and (8) Clean up the library property for the big Week. 
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The first five pictures above (starting at the top left and proceeding left to right) 
were taken in the Rockingham Library in Bellows Falls, Vt. They show: (Top row) Doll¥ 
collection in the upstairs Museum; A busy afternoon at the library; (Middle row) Listen- F 
ing to records with earphone attachments; Student using microfilm reader; (Bottom® 
row) Main charging desk where nearly 90,000 books circulate each year. The picture ay 
the lower right shows the Pied Piper parade at Gilsum, N. H., with Mr. Frangcon Jones, ¥ 
Trustee, in the lead. q 
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The enthusiasm of the Committee became contagious. The Girl Scouts 
offered to make posters, help set up displays in town, take books to shut-ins, 
and help in any other way the Committee wished. Mrs. Purchase, who rep- 
resented Art promotion, said she would explain the purpose of NLW to the 
student body and explain all the activities which would take place in observ- 
ance of the Week. The students volunteered to help the librarian transport 
the books for a book talk to the school. 

The teacher invited the librarian to come to the school during National 
Library Week to speak on the reference materials available in the library. 
She further suggested that the librarian give some instruction in the use of 
reference books. The Boy Scouts offered to help in passing out circulars, 
cleaning up the grounds, and in moving and transporting books to the display 
areas. They also volunteered to paint the iron rail fence around the library 
during the summer. The Scout Master asked permission of the Board of 
Trustees to grade and mow the grass in the lot at the rear of the library, as 
a troop project. 

The Discussion Group chairman and Recreation Committee member spoke 
of the desirability of re-introducing this generation to the library in a program 
to be worked out between librarian and teachers. In reply the librarian pro- 
posed a poster contest under the supervision of the art teacher in the elemen- 
tary grades. Posters could be exhibited in the library, and so arouse the 
interest of the entire family. The Chairman expressed his desire for exhibits 
in the library to attract people to come in and browse around with the hope 
that they might find the library could be of help to them. 


A great deal of progress was reported at the second and final meeting. 
Plans for special exhibits in the library were discussed. A rough sketch of the 
mural to be used in a window display was shown. Its theme, THE BRIDGE 
OF KNOWLEDGE, was discussed in relation to the books needed for display. 
It was planned to use another window to illustrate library services and chil- 
dren’s books and the theme was TRAVEL BY BOOK. The ‘Let’s Visit’ and 
‘Land and People’ books were used along with a globe and small dolls dressed 
in native costume of the countries mentioned in the titles of the books. 
Responsibilities for last minute details were assumed. The librarian agreed 
to ask the High School Commercial Department if they would mimeograph 
notices of the week’s activities, to be sent home by the school children. The 
chairman announced that he would write a review for the newspaper. 

Actually, NLW got off to a big start on Friday, April 11, when the chair- 
man and the librarian presented a dictionary to each of the four poster 
contest winners, at a school assembly held in their honor. The librarian 
previewed the week’s events to be held at the library and invited all to come 
in and browse. Mr. Croteau, the chairman, spoke briefly to the group about 
the importance of the fine arts. He gave recognition to teachers as well as 
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to the students for the fine posters they had drawn. He pointed out that 
to him the posters reflected a great deal of appreciation for art as well as for 


the library. He further explained that he felt the teachers were responsible | 


and that they should be commended for the fine education they are giving 
the children. 


The following Monday, Mrs. Nash, the librarian, spoke to the junior and 
senior high school students in the morning on the use of reference books. In 
the afternoon Mr. William Coutts exhibited his stamp collection. Tuesday, a 
special program for the regular Tuesday Story Time was held, with Mrs. Ruth 
Knight narrating. Wednesday, Mr. Gerhard Blombach exhibited and demon- 
strated the use of a hand loom during the regular library hours while Mrs. 


Nash displayed books on hobbies. On Saturday, Mrs. George Whitehead © 
displayed part of her rock and mineral collection and spoke on the subject. | 
To bridge the interest aroused by the display, books on geology and mineral 


collections were on exhibit. 


The week’s program was of interest to all. The library was never so 


crowded with students using the reference area, people taking out books, 


others browsing and looking at exhibits. Thirty new books were on display | 
for which people could put their name on the waiting list. The bookmobile ) 


came during the week, giving access to many more books which were new 
to the patrons. Everyone went away with a book and looked forward to 
reading the book of his choice on the waiting list. 


At Story Time movies were shown for the first time. This was a big treat, 


for the story, ANDY AND THE LION, by J. Daugherty had been told 


several weeks before and the library promised to get a copy. The children 


loved the story and were looking forward to this happy day. Luck was with | 
the library for the film arrived just prior to NLW. Fortunately, the library | 
was able to secure the film from the Cooperative State Film Library, a> 
Federal-State cooperative project under the Library Services Act. The chil- | 
dren enjoyed the film and asked for more. (It is an excellent way to introduce 


new stories and regain new interest in the old favorites.) Also during the 


week, the Girl Scouts, Brownies and a den of Cub Scouts with their leaders : 


and den mothers visited the libary to view the exhibits and get instruction 
on the proper use of the library. NLW proved to be a busy one at the Frost 
Free Library and well worth all the effort. 


I can look back myself to the many years I used the Marlboro Public | 
Library. It was always an occasion to be able to go to the library on Wednes- | 
days but always a “must” on Saturdays. It was a trudge up the hill but well | 
worth it. It was always with a thrill of anticipation that I opened the door, | 
walked down to the charging desk where Mrs. Cheeseman sat, and looked : 
for the books she saved for me. It was a place to meet other townspeople. | 


young and old, who shared this common interest in books. 
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Sometimes I browsed among the older books. There were treasures there too. 
Many of these have probably been weeded to make room for the classics 
in contemporary format but these older titles triggered my insight with a 
world I love and have made my life work. The books had been left by a 
renowned home town scholar. They contained the Greek Classics, the best 
poetry of the Western World, and a mystifying but intensely interesting 
Hebrew Grammar. But there were other titles as well. Titles for the quieter 
moments, for relaxation. There were books on the West and books that went 
into the history of Marlboro, other surrounding towns, and the State itself. 
There were books to open many doors and for that I shall be eternally 
grateful. However, there was one lack—one great gap—there just weren't 
enough of them. So I was glad to see that the planning committee examined 
the library’s income for adequacy. Modern library practice also provides 
companion means of bridging this gap and that is the accessibility to books 
through the State library organization. 


New Hampshire is fortunate in having one of the soundest statewide library 
structures in the Nation. And it has this sound organization because it has 
good management. The State can also take pride in having as its State 
Librarian one of the best in the country. Is it any wonder then, that Marlboro, 
with such a talented and zealous community librarian, who knows how to 
capitalize on available resources, joining with a sound statewide service unit, 
could not but close the book gap and make a successful National Library 
Week? Working as a team, community and State can do a great deal to 
realize not only National Library Week objectives, but the over-all objectives 
of the library which offer the opportunity of continuing education for all the 
citizens today so they can pass on a great heritage of freedom to those who 
will be here tomorrow. 


Gov. Stafford of Ver- 
mont signing NLW 
proclamation. Left to 
right: Mrs. Jane B. 
Hobson, Executive Sec- 
retary of Vt. Free Pub- 
lic Library Commis- 
sion; Victor Johnson, 
President of V.L.A.; 
Mrs. Anna Antonie- 
wics, Windsor County 
chairman; Mrs. Don- 
ald Thomas, Vt. Ex- 
ecutive Director; Mrs. 
Stafford. 


















LIBRARIES 


The SPRINGFIELD Library celebrated the Vermont Festival Year with 
a Crown Point Reading Club. One hundred eighty-two children read books | 


In BARRE and MONTPELIER Saturday story hours are very popular 


for fun and received certificates. The emphasis was on the joy of reading 
and four hundred thirty-two children participated in that spirit. 


at the Public Library. 


The Trustees of the BRANDON Public Library have established a record 
collection known as the Severy Collection. The money that has made this | 
possible was a bequest in the Will of May B. Severy, whose family were | 


musicians. Records may be borrowed. 


The PLAINFIELD Library has been weeded and is being catalogued. 


Volunteer typists and the librarian are making a real contribution to the 


efficiency and effectiveness of the library, under the guidance of the Vermont 


Free Public Library Commission. 


ant for Special Services, 


tion. 
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TODAY’S PARENTS 


A selected list of books for public libraries. 


SETTING THE FAMILY SCENE 


Bee, Lawrence S. MARRIAGE AND 
FAMILY RELATIONS. 1959. Harper, 
$5.50. 


Emotional maturity, dating customs, the 
engagement as a marriage preparation, 
sexual and personality adjustment factors 
are discussed primarily for the newly weds 
and engaged couples. 


Bowman, Henry A. MARRIAGE FOR 
MODERNS. 3rd ed. 1954. McGraw, 
$7.50. 


A discussion on reasons for marriage, the 
use of money, marriage versus a career, 
the need for family life and general mari- 
tal problems facing young couples. 


Clemens, Alphonse H. MARRIAGE AND 
THE FAMILY; an integrated approach. 
1957. Prentice-Hall, $7.00. 


Aimed for Catholic readers. 


Duvall, Sylvanus M. BEFORE YOU 
MARRY. 1949. Association Press, $2.50. 


100 questions most frequently asked are 
discussed. 


Fishbein, Morris (ed.) MODERN MAR- 
RIAGE AND FAMILY LIVING. 1957. 
Oxford, $5.00. 


An analysis of both the personal and 
sociological aspects of marriage and the 
family with emphasis on the preparation 
for a happy marriage. 


SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE; 
a modern guide to love, sex and family 


life. New & rev. ed. 1955. Doubleday. 


$6.00. 


Aspects of marital relations are discussed 
by authorities. 


Hilliard, Marion. A WOMAN DOCTOR 
LOOKS AT LOVE AND LIFE. 1957. 
Doubleday, $3.75. 
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Himes, Norman E. YOUR MARRIAGE. 
Rev. & enl. 1955. Rinehart, $5.50. 


A frank, honest and scientifically accurate 
discussion of problems facing engaged and 
newly married couples. 


Mace, David. R. SUCCESS IN 
RIAGE. 1958. Abingdon, $2.95. 


A marriage counselor writes informally of 
the factors that contribute to a happy 
marriage and the problems and situations 
that cause difficulties. 


MAR- 


Magoun, Frederick A. LOVE AND MAR- 
RIAGE. Rev. ed. 1956. Harper, $5.00. 


Stone, Hannah. MARRIAGE MANUAL; 
a practical guidebook to sex and mar- 
riage. Rev. ed. 1952. Simon and Shuster, 
$3.95. 


Accurate information given through ques- 
tion and answer approach. 


Walker, Mary A. & Harold B. VENTURE 
OF FAITH; a guide to marriage and the 
home. 1959. Harper, $3.00. 


Marital, sexual and emotional adjustments 
are discussed with the belief in mind that 
happy and successful marriages are based 
on a couple’s faith in spiritual values and 
in each other. 


BEFORE THE BABY COMES 


Bullock, Adeline. PARENTS’ MAGAZINE 
BOOK FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS. 
1954. McGraw, $3.95. 


The story of pregnancy and childbirth is 
informally and reassuringly told to both 
mothers and fathers. 


Eastman, Nicholson J. EXPECTANT 
MOTHERHOOD. 3rd ed. rev. 1957. 
Little, $1.75. 


A thoroughly modern guidebook for the 
expectant mother. (It is also a book for 
fathers to read.) 








Goodrich, Frederick W. MATERNITY; a 
guide to prospective motherhood. 1959. 
Prentice-Hall, $1.75. 


Guttmacher, Alan F. PREGNANCY AND 
BIRTH; a book for expectant parents. 
1957. Viking, $4.50. 


Aimed at telling the lay reader the facts 
of conception, pregnancy and birth. 


Read, Grantly D. CHILDBIRTH WITH- 
OUT FEAR;; the principles and practice 
of natural childbirth. Rev. & enl. ed. 
1953. Harper, $3.00. 


The physiology of pregnancy with the 
psychological preparation for childbirth is 
stressed. 


Seidman, Theodore R. BECOMING A 
MOTHER;; what every woman ought to 
know about fertility, conception, preg- 
nancy and childbirth. 1956. McKay, 
$3.50. 


Zabriskie, Louise. MOTHER AND BABY 
CARE IN PICTURES. 4th ed. 1953. 
Lippincott, $3.00. 


Aimed for the young mother, every phase 
of an infant’s life from before birth to age 
one is clearly shown. 


ABOUT YOUR BABY 


Aldrich, Charles A. and Mary M. BABIFS 
ARE HUMAN BEINGS. 2nd ed. 1954. 
Macmillan, $2.95. 


The day by day growth of the infant and 
young child is explained by a pediatrician 
and his wife. 


Better Homes and Gardens (Periodical). 
BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS 
BABY BOOK;; a handbook for parents. 
5th rev. ed. 1956. Meredith, $3.95. 


Covers the care of the baby and child 
from the pre-natal stage to its sixth year. 


Gesell, Arnold L. HOW A BABY GROWS. 
1945. Harper, $3.50. 


A story in pictures. 





: , and Frances L. Ilg. 
INFANT AND CHILD IN THE CUL 
TURE OF TODAY; the guidance of 


development in home and __ nursery 
school. 1943. Harper, $4.50. 
Practical information and _ guidance for 


parents, teachers and others working with 
small children. 


Kellogg, Rhoda. BABIES NEED 
FATHERS, TOO. 2nd ed. 1954. Comet, 
$3.50. 


Self rating for fathers in understanding the 
very young child. 


Kenyon, Josephine. HEALTHY BABIES: 
a complete handbook for modern 
mothers. 5th rev. ed. 1951. Little, $3.50, 


Information on the care, health, feeding, : 
training of children. 


Parents Magazine (Periodical). PARENTS 
MAGAZINE BOOK OF BABY CARE. 
1954. McGraw, $4.50. 


A mother’s guidebook. 


Spock, Benjamin M. and John Rinehart. 
BABY’S FIRST YEAR. 1955. Duell, 
$5.00. 


The growth and development of the baby 
is shown through excellent photographs. 


__, COMMON SENSE | 
BOOK OF BABY AND CHILD CARE. | 
New ed. 1957. Duell, $5.00. (paper, 50c) 


Handbook for parents giving practical, 
easy to understand advice and information. 


saved _, and Miriam Lowen- 
berg. FEEDING YOUR BABY AND 
CHILD. 1955, Duell, $3.75. (paper, 25c) 


United States. Children’s Bureau. INFANT 
CARE. 1951. U. S. Govt. Printing Office. 
20c. 


Authoritative discussion of everything 
which concerns the baby from his home 
surroundings to the prevention of disease 
and accidents. 


























United States. Children’s Bureau. YOUR 
CHILD FROM ONE TO SIX. 1945. 
U. S. Govt. Printing Office, 20c. 


An explanation of what to expect of chil- 
dren in this age group at every stage of 
their development and how to solve their 
problems which arise in parent-child rela- 
tionships. 


THE YOUNG CHILD 


Baruch, Dorothy. NEW WAYS IN DIS- 
CIPLINE; you and your child today. 
1949. McGraw, $4.00. 


The basic emotional problems that lead to 
bad behavior are discussed and analysed. 


Bro, Marguerite. WHEN CHILDREN 
ASK. Rev. ed. 1956. Harper, $3.50. 


Various common questions of children are 
discussed such as: What of God; What of 
Death; What about babies. 


Gesell, Arnold L. and Frances L. Ilg. THE 
CHILD FROM FIVE TO TEN. 1946. 
Harper, $4.50. 


The authors take the reader through each 
year showing the important behavior 
characteristics and growth. 


Gruenberg, Sidonie M. (ed.) ENCYCLO- 
PEDIA OF CHILD CARE AND 
GUIDANCE. 1954. Doubleday, $7.50. 


Basic aspects of child development are 
treated by experts in this ready reference 
book. 


Henderson, John. PARENTS GUIDE TO 
CHILDREN’S DISEASES. 1957. Duell, 
$4.75. 


Describes the symptoms and medical treat- 
ment of diseases and injuries common to 
infants and children. 


Hurlock, Elizabeth B. CHILD GROWTH 
AND DEVELOPMENT. 2nd ed. 1956. 
McGraw, $5.25. 


Ilg, Frances L. CHILD BEHAVIOR. 1955. 
Harper, $3.95. 


Advice on the psychological and physical 
problems that parents are likely to meet. 


Karelitz Samuel. WHEN YOUR CHILD 
IS ILL. 1957. Simon and Schuster, $4.95. 


A discussion of infectious diseases of chil- 
dren with information on causes, symp- 
toms, treatment and convalescence. 


Kepler, Hazel. FOOD FOR LITTLE 
PEOPLE. 1950. Funk, $3.75. 


Authoritative information on the feeding 
of children from age 2-6. 


Patri, Angelo. HOW TO HELP YOUR 
CHILD GROW UP; suggestions for 
guiding children from birth through 
adolescence. 1958. Rand McNally, $4.00. 


Guiding children’s behavior and attitudes 
at home, school and neighborhood. 


SEX EDUCATION 
FOR THE PARENT 


Baruch, Dorothy W. NEW WAYS IN 
SEX EDUCATION; a guide for parents 
and teachers. 1959. McGraw, $4.75. 


Sex education as being far more than just 
sex information. ° 


Eckert, Ralph G. SEX ATTITUDES IN 
THE HOME. 1956. Association Press, 
$3.50. 


Aimed to help parents approach sex edu- 
cation of children in the home with con- 
fidence and truthfulness. 


Strain, Frances. NEW PATTERNS IN 
SEX TEACHING; a guide to answering 
children’s questions on human reproduc- 
tion. 1951. Appleton, $2.75. 


A practical guide to answering questions 
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most frequently asked by children. 


“Today’s Parents” bibliography will be 
continued in the next issue. 














State Aid grants for 1959-60 have been awarded to the libraries in BART- 
LETT, DUBLIN, GILSUM, NEW DURHAM, PELHAM, PLYMOUTH, 
and WILMOT.—New Hampshire entries in the Dorothy Canfield Fisher 
Library Award Contest sponsored by the Book-of-the-Month Club are the 
public libraries in LITTLETON and FRANKLIN. The National winners 
will be announced during National Library Week in 1960.—The Gordon- 
Nash Library of NEW HAMPTON is planning a new addition—The NEW- 
MARKET Woman’s Club is sponsoring and conducting a story hour every 
Saturday at the library—Fourteen New Hampshire libraries now have 
“Friends of the Library’ groups helping them. They are FITZWILLIAM, 
TUFTONBORO, NEWPORT, HAMPTON, RINDGE, CHESTER, EP- 
PING, DOVER, TILTON, GOFFSTOWN, SUNAPEE, CANTERBURY, 
LEBANON, and BOSCAWEN. Contact the State Library if you want help 
in getting one started in your town—A survey of library service in New 
Hampshire is now being undertaken under the sponsorship of Governor Wes- 
ley Powell and the State Library Commission. A team headed by Prof. 
John T. Holden of the University of New Hampshire and Dr. Lowell Martin 
of the Grolier Society, New York, are conducting the survey. They will be 
assisted by an Advisory Committee, whose members are Miss Siri Andrews, 
CONCORD Librarian, Miss Thelma Brackett, UNIVERSITY OF NEW 
HAMPSHIRE Librarian, Mrs. Edith Atkins); WINCHESTER Librarian, 
Richard Morin, DARTMOUTH COLLEGE Librarian, Rodney Armstrong, 
PHILLIPS EXETER ACADEMY Librarian, Miss Rosamon Cole, ROCHES- 
TER HIGH SCHOOL Librarian, Dr. Charles F. Ritch, Jr., STATE COM- 
MISSIONER OF EDUCATION, Miss Anita Proffitt, PEASE AIR FORCE 
BASE Librarian, George Zoulias, PLYMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL Principal, 
John P. Wright, KEENE Trustee and member of State Library Commission, 
Edward J. Gallagher, LACONIA Trustee, Mrs. Evelyn Ruffle, JAFFREY 
Librarian, Edmund E. Richards, EXETER Trustee, and Mrs. Mildred P. 
McKay, STATE LIBRARIAN. 


The purpose of the survey is to evaluate present-day library practices and, 
in planning for the future, to insure the best public library service for every 
citizen of the State, no matter where he lives. 
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Shown at the opening meeting of the Advisory Committee for the Survey of Library 
Service in New Hampshire are, left to right: Mrs. Mildred P. McKay, State Librarian; 
Mr. Joseph Ford of the University of New Hampshire Department of Government; 
Governor Wesley Powell; Dr. Lowell Martin, Consultant, from the Grolier Society; Dr. 
John T. Holden, Chairman of the University of New Hampshire Department of Govern- 
ment. (Finney Photo) 


READING OUT LOUD 


During the third week of January the Westinghouse Broadcasting Com- 
pany, with the cooperation of the American Library Association, began 
telecasting a series called “Reading Out Loud,” over WBZ-TV, Boston. The 
thirty-minute programs present distinguished Americans from a variety of 
fields reading to their children, grandchildren, or to other groups of children. 

Among the people appearing on the program are Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
reading to her grandchildren from “Just So Stories”; Archibald MacLeish 
reading to his grandchildren from de la Mare’s poems; Jose Ferrer reading 
from “Huckleberry Finn”; Jackie Robinson reading to his children from 
“The Red Badge of Courage”; Senator John Kennedy reading from Nevins’ 
“Emergence of Lincoln,” and Eva LeGalliene reading to a group of settlement 
house children from her own translation of Anderson’s fairy tales. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefully chosen especially for small li- 
braries in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published 
within the last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 

Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further con- 


venience. 


*Starred items are recommended for Young People. 


ADULT FICTION 
Ratpu D. RILEY 


Extension Librarian, Littleton Branch 
N. H. State Library 


*Barnes, Margaret Campbell. 
FOOL. Macrae Smith, $3.95. 


Will Somers, born the son of a _ school- 
master in a small Shropshire town, became 
the court jester of Henry Tudor. About 
him moved the great and famous figures 
of the time, and by his insight into human 
needs he became confidant of beggars and 
queens. The story of his love moves 
against the richness and pomp of the Tudor 
court, and provides a foil for the ego- 
centricity and whims of Henry VIII. 


KING’S 


*Brink, Carol. STRANGERS IN THE 

FOREST. Macmillan, $4.25. 
Conservation, in 1908, was a new word. 
When Bundy Jones carried the idea into 
the Idaho panhandle, determined to save 
the old-growth white pine timberland, he 
found that ideals were weak before the 
desire of a strong-willed, money-conscious 
woman. However, in her young. sister, 
pretty and sweet-natured, Bundy found an 
ally, and all turned out well. A bit over- 
sweet, and stilted, yet interesting for the 
setting used. 


*Costain, Thomas B. THE DARKNESS 
AND THE DAWN. Doubleday, $3.95. 
Attila the Hun, Aetius the Roman dictator, 
Pope Leo, and many others are sharply set 
forth as the love story of Nicolan and 
Ildico, and Attila’s attempt to rule the 
world, unfolds against the background of 
5th century Europe and Asia. The author 
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brings events and people together in an 
impressive novel of violence, tenderness, 
espionage, honor, and swift action. 


*DeWoh, Louis. CITADEL OF GOD. 
Lippincott, $4.50. 


One of the most significant and __far- 
reaching events of European history was 
the founding of the Benedictine Order. 
This is the story of that movement, sur- 
rounded by the religious and political in- 
trigues of the Roman, Gothic, and Byzan- 
tine courts. Romans play Byzantine against 
Goth, only to be caught in the backwash 
of the resulting struggle, while Benedict 
establishes islands of. peace in his monas- 
teries, and over a long lifetime works out 
the rules by which his order is to be 
governed. : 


*Gilligan, Edmund. MY 
SEA. Norton, $4.50. 


EARTH, MY 


A good work of literature, as well as a 
gripping story. The account of a young 
man and his growth in his world, the sea 
and land of Gloucester, Nova Scotia, New- 
foundland, and Labrador early in_ this 
century. Reminiscent at times of CAP- 
TAINS COURAGEOUS, especially in de- 
scription of the sea. 


Hersey, John. THE WAR LOVER. Knopf, 
$5.00. 


War can do many things to people. In this 
novel of a bomber crew based in England 
before D Day, the author tells how Boman, 
the narrator, co-pilot of “The Body,” finds 
his réal strength. It also tells how Buzz 
Marrow, the hero, gradually brings him- 
self to his destruction, through his delight 











: 
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in annihilation. A powerful anti-war story, 
hard and brutal, it points out the real 
menace which threatens peace and con- 
structive effort, yet reveals tenderness and 
warmth of understanding, and the innate 
will for good which is mankind’s greatest 
strength. 


*Jones, Nard. THE GREAT COMMAND. 
Little, Brown, $5.00. 


Tells excitingly and with depth of the 
settling of the Pacific Northwest, with the 
work of missionaries Marcus and Narcissa 
Whitman supplying the main thread of the 
narrative. Many kinds of people, and many 
individuals make up a panoramic picture 
of one of the most stirring and heroic 
movements in American history. 


*Michener, James A. HAWAII. Random, 
$6.95. 


For centuries, Hawaii lay unpeopled, until 
the seafaring Polynesians reached it barely 
a thousand years ago. There they flourished 
undisturbed until the early nineteenth cen- 
tury, when Americans visited the island, 
closely followed by Chinese, Japanese, and 
Filipinos. How these different peoples 
maintained their identity, yet together 
made up one country, finally achieving 
statehood, makes up the theme of this 
novel, vast in time and space, and filled 
with a crowd of memorable characters. 


Ruark, Robert. POOR NO MORE. Holt, 
$5.95. 
Craig Price’s legacy from his grandfather 
was the advice “Don’t go through life with 
a hookworm philosophy—just settin’ and 
lettin’ it pass by. Grab it and use it and 
kick the stuff right out of it, and don’t 
never, ever let it use you.” Following this 
creed, aided by determination, a ruthless 
shrewdness, a certain charm, and a con- 
catenation of fortunate events, Craig rises 


from poor small-town boy to power epito- ~ 


mized by his picture on the cover of 
“Time” magazine. 


Temple, Willard. EVERY DAY IS SUN- 
DAY. Crown, $3.50. 

Sam Jessup, at fifty-one, sold his business 

and his house, and moved with his wife 

to Florida for a life of retirement. He 
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found his seven-Sunday week fraught with 
disillusionment, finally found that the old 
home town was not the same any more, 
and decided that retired life had to be 
lived in a certain way. Although humorous, 
the story points out many truths about the 
other side of retirement. 


Walker, Augusta. A MIDWEST STORY. 
Dial, $4.95. 

The story of what goes on behind the 
apparently pleasant everyday life of a 
quiet and peaceful midwest town, revealed 
through the account of the Curtis family 
and the many and varied people with 
whom they associate. Their way of life, 
and their values, questioned, they yet man- 
age to come through to a more or less 
satisfactory reconciliation of their own 
desires and aims with external forces. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 
Cuartes D. Maurer, JR. 


Extension Librarian, Keene Branch 
N. H. State Library 


ADVENTURE—GEOGRAPHY— 
TRAVEL 


Collier, Eric. THREE AGAINST THE 
WILDERNESS. Dutton, $4.95. 


Mr. Collier, as a teen-aged English boy in 
1920, left a job as a lawyer’s apprentice in 
search of a more fulfilling life in the 
British Columbian wilds. Following one 
year of ranch life, he struck out on his 
own for interior British Columbia, where 
he married and settled down to trapping. 
Hardships were prevalent in this isolated 
area as the Colliers and their son, Veasy, 
farmed, built dams, and_ constructed 
bridges and roads in addition to doing the 
trapping. Danger occasionally accompanied 
their close contacts with animals, as in the 
case of the meeting with the mother bear 
and most especially with Old Cantankerous, 
the bull moose. An action shot of the 
latter just before his death lends additional 
reality, as do the other photographs, to 
this account of modern pioneering and 
adventure. 917.11 








Leising, William A., O.M1I. 
WINGS. Doubleday, $4.95. 


Father Leising accounts interestingly for 
his choice of the priesthood as his life work 
and then for his decision to serve in the 
Canadian Arctic missions. As an airplane 
pilot in these wilderness areas, he once lost 
his license for flight violations, and re- 
ceived resulting publicity which was espe- 
cially embarrassing to a priest. Although 
some of his travel has been done by dog 
sled and by boat, Father Leising has 
found many uses for a plane, such as the 
delivery of badly needed food and other 
supplies and a rapid means of reaching 
his dental patients, in addition to its use 
in the making of regular visits to his par- 
ishes. A vital account of a man’s devotion 
and unselfishness. 917.22 


ARCTIC 


Simpson, Colin. JAPAN. Barnes, $5.95. 


An Australian author and ex-newspaperman 
takes us to Japan on a tour which includes 
thoughtful consideration of her contem- 
porary cultural aspects in addition to the 
sight-seeing. Eighteen chapters on Japan’s 
cities and on topics like judo and geisha 
offer a realistic picture of modern Japan 
which, despite the objectivity of the writ- 
ing, nonetheless contains poetic elements. 
Mr. Simpson gives consideration to the 
subject of whether the dropping of A- 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki could 
have been avoided or at least have been 
done after notice and warning had been 
given, and also samples Japanese opinion 
on this subject. Beautiful color plates plus 
photographs and drawings add to the 
attractiveness of an outstanding work on 
modern Japan. 915.2 


*Waldron, Diane Lynn. FURTHER THAN 
AT HOME. Harper, $3.50. 


A twenty-year-old girl left Boston Univer- 
sity to tour the Orient alone, taking along 
her notebook, sketch-pad, and Rolleiflex 
camera to help record her experiences. By 
means of a series of informal vignettes and 
accompanying pictures which she sketched 
during the trip, she recreates for us the 
atmospheres which she found in the vari- 
ous stopping points of her journey, from 
Hawaii, Japan, and the Philippines through 
Southern Asia and thence to the Near 
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East. This thoughtful even though light 
descriptive writing will appeal to a large 
feminine audience. 910.4 


ARTS AND MUSIC 


Bernstein, Leonard. THE JOY OF MUSIC. 
Simon, $5.95. 


An informal, conversational style domi- 
nates these essays on the understanding 
and appreciation of the various broad types 
of music. As a symphonic conductor, musi- 
cian, and a composer of both classical and 
more popular works, Mr. Bernstein’s rich 
background adds vitality to interpretations 
which he intends for lay readers but which 
obviously will be digested by many experi- 
enced musicians as well. A smaller part of 
the book, consisting of imaginary conversa- 
tions of the author, precedes the scripts 
of seven Omnibus programs which were 
shown on television during the past five 
years. A feature of the book, which also 
contains photographs and _ illustrations, is 
its diagrams and musical examples, these 
lending further clarity to its instructive 
text. 780 


CRAFTS—HOBBIES—SPORTS 


AUDEL’S DO-IT-YOURSELF ENCY- 
CLOPEDIA. 2v. Audel, $8.95. 


A wide range of projects and plans con- 
cerned with work around the home in- 
cludes ideas for beginners and advanced 
craftsmen alike, which can be applied by 
family members of either sex. Each volume 
contains slightly over 500 pages which are 
well illustrated. Arrangement is alpha- 
betically by subject, and numerous defini- 
tions of terms and cross references are 
included, with a brief index following the 
main contents of volume two. The wealth 
of practical ideas and information con- 
tained in this work should guarantee its 
heavy use by home craftsmen. 643 


*Danzig, Allison & Reichler, Joe. THE 
HISTORY OF BASEBALL. Prentice- 
Hall, $12.50. 


For purposes of this study, the authors 
have divided the twelve decades of base- 
ball into eight eras, and also pay detailed 
attention to the outstanding teams, players, 
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and managers of this sport. The photo- 
graphs and illustrations include some which 
will be new to most baseball fans. Con- 
tains a relatively brief appendix of baseball 


records and a good :ndex. Editorship is not 


sufficiently strict, as exemplified by a sec- 
ond reference to a player, Bobby Doerr, 
as “Johnny” Doerr within a single para- 
graph. Definitely a luxury item, and this 
reviewer recommends that libraries de- 
siring material on baseball can obtain much 
more for approximately the same outlay 
by purchasing the combination of Turkin’s 
OFFICIAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BASE- 
BALL and either FIRESIDE BOOK OF 
BASEBALL by Einstein. 796.357 


HISTORY 


Deriabin, Peter & Gibney, Frank. THE 
SECRET WORLD. Doubleday, $4.50. 


Intelligence agent Peter Deriabin was a 
member in good standing of the Soviet 
State Security force early in 1954 when 
his growing dissatisfaction with having to 
live a constant lie caused him to defect to 
the American Embassy in Vienna. His 
successful career as a Communist Party 
member and secret agent followed his birth 
as a farmer’s son in 1921, his joining the 
Komsomol, the Communist Youth, in 1936, 
and his quick rise to the post of a political 
commissar in the Red Army during World 
War II. He contributes here a_ further 
exposé and indictment of Soviet Com- 
munism, under which party membership is 
so all-important, and where farcical in- 
vestigation and punishment of innocent 
people are accepted as a normal and even 
prosaic element of life. The epilogue of 
this report is an encouragement of the con- 
tinual struggle of free people against these 
evils, and a definite belief that the Soviet 
system eventually will fall. 947.084 


*McConnon, Tom. ANGELS IN HELL’S 
KITCHEN. Doubleday, $3.95. 


A picture of life on the New York West 
Side of fifty years ago. On the surface, 
existence here would have appeared almost 
totally grim, since the crowded and un- 
sanitary living quarters were located in a 
neighborhood which included  slaughter- 


houses, distilleries, freight locomotive traf- 
fic, elevated trains, stables, and nearby 
waterfront piers. The author does not, 
however, envy the children whose parents 
were able to bring them up in the wealthier 
parts of the city, for he feels that the 
children of Hell’s Kitchen had the advan- 
tage of leading lives which were far more 
colorful and lively. Excellent character 
studies of the family members and their 
neighbors, and equally good description of 
a bygone era and of a neighborhood which 
also has gone. 818 


Ryan, Cornelius. THE LONGEST DAY. 
Simon, $4.95. 


The exact date of the Normandy invasion, 
June 6, 1944, was set by General Eisen- 
hower only after conference with his gen- 
erals and his meteorologists, during the 
late evening hours of June 4. Mr. Ryan, 
who covered the landings as a London 
correspondent, indicates for us the scale of 
the planning which preceded the assaults 
by air and by the invasion fleet of five 
thousand ships which did the preparatory 
shelling and also landed the ground troops. 
He is especially effective in recreating the 
tone of suspense which prevailed on both 
sides as Allies and Axis alike anxiously 
awaited the Day, and devotes equal atten- 
tion to this period of waiting, to the air- 
borne phase of the attack, and to the beach 
landings, respectively. Good broad cover- 
age which also includes personal closeups 
of the individual leaders, lower echelon 
officers, and private troops of both sides. 
940.54 


NATURAL SCIENCES 
Teale, Edwin Way. ADVENTURES IN 
NATURE. Dodd, $4.00. 


In his initial essay of thirty-one, all 


. selected for this collection from the author’s 


earlier writings, Mr. Teale describes the 
childhood experience which was pivotal for 
him because it stimulated his lifelong in- 
terest in nature. This book includes nature 
in both urban and wilderness settings, and 
many of its creatures and aspects, such as 
animals, birds, insects, clouds, water, woods, 
and caves. The author is especially success- 
ful, one feels, in maintaining great ac- 
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curacy of description throughout his writ- 
ing. Line drawings precede each of the 
respective selections. 574 


Webster, Barbara, ed. COUNTRY MAT- 
TERS. Lippincott, $5.00. 


The seventy-three writings in this an- 
thology include an excerpt from a gar- 
dener’s diary, a psalm from the Bible, and 
brief passages from novels, in addition to 
essays on some of nature’s aspects. Bar- 
bara Webster, who includes an_ excerpt 
from her own writing in this collection, 
states that she has selected from the works 
of amateurs and of other writers who are 
not usually considered as nature specialists, 
in addition to including the material of 
career naturalists and scientists. Grouping 
is under nine broad categories of nature, 
such as its gardens, woods, hills, animals, 
birds, and man’s relationships to his world. 
An anthology which should prove to be a 
popular title in this subject area. 574 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 


*Glines, Carroll V. & Moseley, Wendell F. 
GRAND OLD LADY. Pennington Press, 
$3.95. 


Two military pilots pay tribute to a plane 
which has proved unusual in numerous 
respects, such as versatility and endurance. 
The Douglas DC-3 has served many pur- 
poses in both military and civilian roles 
since it was first tested in 1933 as the 
DC-1, and has refused to become obsolete, 
unlike other aircraft which rapidly become 
dated. The background to the develop- 
ment of the DC-1 and of the DC-2 is a 
story of aviation pioneering. Accounts of 
the performances of the DC-3 are varied 
and fascinating, and while the style of the 
book is nearly that of a testimonial, it 
nevertheless is a good lively addition to 
material on aeronautics. 629.13 


Purvis, Jud & Toboldt, William K., eds. 
MOTOR SERVICE’S AUTOMOTIVE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA. 3rd ed. Goodheart- 
Willcox, $7.95. 


This approach to the subject of automotive 
mechanics is general and extensive, and 
aims at establishing a solid foundation of 
knowledge which can be modified to apply 
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to specific needs as situations dictate. (Im- 
mediately following this review will be a 
discussion of three titles which would be 
of assistance additionally in some of those 
specific situations.) Among the subject 
divisions in the book are these: engines, 
carburetion, ignition, steering, transmission 
and drive, body, and shop tools and equip- 
ment. Charts of the mechanical and tuneup 
specifications for all American-made cars, 
1931-1958, plus similar information in 
somewhat less detail for foreign cars pre- 
cede an eighteen page glossary and the 
index. On most pages, the text is accom- 
panied by one or several photographs or 
diagrams, which greatly enhance the use- 
fulness of this work. 629.2 


Toboldt, William K., ed. FIX YOUR 
CHEVROLET. FIX YOUR FORD. FIX 
YOUR PLYMOUTH. Goodheart - Will- 
cox, $2.95 each. 


In contrast to the more general reference 
work reviewed immediately above, these 
repair guides for car owners and mechanics 
give intensive coverage to Chevrolets 
manufactured from 1940 through 1959, and 
to Fords and Plymouths of 1946 onward. 
Photographs and diagrams accompany step- 
by-step descriptions of repairing, removing, 
and replacing the car’s various mechanical 
parts and workings. Excellent material to 
supplement the automotive encyclopedia 


referred to above, which encyclopedia 
should be the first choice item in_ this 
subject area. 629.2 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Davis, Russell & Ashabranner, Brent. 
POINT FOUR ASSIGNMENT. Little, 


$3.50. 


By helping less fortunate nations under 
the Mutual Security Program, more com- 
monly known as Point Four, we of course 
help ourselves as well in our Cold War 
with Russia. The authors, who have 
worked under this program, describe fifteen 
actual projects which have been carried 
out in attempts to improve standards in 
fields like health, agriculture, and educa- 
tion, while their account also indicates 
some of the other aspects of technology 
which have received attention by Point 
Four workers in under-developed countries. 
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An illuminating and entertaining view of 
how American doctors, teachers, scientists, 
and technicians are helping to raise the 
world’s living standards. 338.91 


Howells, William. MANKIND IN THE 
MAKING. Doubleday, $4.95. 


An anthropology professor at Harvard re- 
cords for us the latest theories and dis- 
coveries in this field. Mr. Howells analo- 
gizes our advances in the knowledge of the 
subject during the past hundred years to 
the progress of a blind man who has dis- 
covered that he is in a house, a fact which 
he previously did not know, and is now 
beginning to be able to grope his way 
around in it. The story of how man came 
about, he stresses, lies in bones and bone 
fragments which gradually are discovered 
after much searching, waiting, and good 
luck. Includes line drawings, a section of 
photographs, a glossary, and charts. An 
excellent work which should find use as 
both a general summary of anthropology 
and as an introduction to anthropology for 
lay readers. 573 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 


Mrs. Marcaret T. PATRICK 
Regional Librarian, St. Albans, Vermont 


Averill, Esther. JENNY’S BEDSIDE 
BOOK. Harper, $2.57. 


Perfect bedtime book about Jenny Linsky, 
the Greenwich Village cat who is con- 
valescing from the flu. A potpourri of 
stories and incidents told to Jenny by her 
friends as she awaits the arrival of the 
Sand Cat who has magic boots for climb- 
ing skyscrapers and radar whiskers for 
finding weary young cats, even at sea. 
Colorful sketches by the author. Library 
binding. 


Beecroft, John. ROCCO CAME IN. Dodd, 
Mead, $3.00. 


Rocco is a sympathetic cat “who never 
makes any trouble for anyone at any 
time.” Rocco gets lost. Three days later 


DeJong, 
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Rocco is found. Yet in the telling of this 
commonplace little story the author cre- 
ates an atmosphere of warm friendliness 
and in the antics of Rocco and his friends 
children will happily recognize the be- 
havior of their own pets. Engaging pictures 
by Kurt Wiese. 


Bowman, Clare. BUSY BODIES: THE 
BUSY ABC’s. Rand McNally, $2.75. 


Alphabet career book in which everyone 
from airplane pilot to zoo-keeper is busy. 
Easy-to-read text and ideal for “people 
who help us” social studies. Accurate and 
witty double-spread pictures for each let- 
ter of the alphabet. Buy in library binding. 


Brown, Margaret Wise. NIBBLE, NIBBLE. 
Scott, $3.75. 


Delightful collection of poems for children 
of any age level. The author has the 
happy ability to put herself in the child’s 
place and to give a magic touch, which is 
never self-conscious, to the everyday world. 
Beautifully-detailed drawings by Leonard 
Weisgard picture a green world of shim- 
mering grasses, bunnies, bears, insects and 
of “the fish with the deep-sea smile.” 
Reinforced. 


Castle, Jane. PEEP-LO. Holiday House, 
$2.50. 


During a wonderful seashore vacation Jill 
hears the strange, plaintive cry of the 
plover protecting her nest of eggs. Young 
naturalists will enjoy the broken-wing 
strategy of the mother and the emergence 
of the baby birds from their shells. A 
beginning-to-read book with bold, clear 
type and fine illustrations by the author. 
A Junior Literary Guild selection. Library 
binding. 


David Cornel. THE HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY UMBRELLA. Little, $2.75. 


The dilapidated yellow umbrella which 
David finds under his window on the 
morning of his birthday delights him but 
frightens Alexander, his cat. On his walk 
to the station to meet his grandmother 
friends contribute such splendid birthday 
gifts as a window for the umbrella, purple 
fringe and a flamingo-head handle so that 








even Alexander approves. A pleasant small 
story with humorous sketches by Harvey 
Weiss. Buy pre-bound. 


Fritz, Jaan. HOW TO READ A RABBIT. 
Coward-McCann, $2.50. 


When Stephen saw the sign Animal Lend- 
ing Library, he closed his eyes and thought 
of “a little brown rabbit with a tiny, tiny 
book in his mouth.” Then he discovered 
that this library lends animals to children. 
Many merry adventures with a borrowed 
skunk, an owl, a flying squirrel, until at 
last Stephen had a rabbit all his own. 
Charming, believable story certain to please 
younger readers. Witty drawings by Leon- 
ard Shortall. Reinforced. 


Shapp, Martha and Charles. LET’S FIND 
OUT WHAT THE SIGNS SAY. Watts, 
$1.95. 


How, where and when signs explained to 
youngsters in such familiar surroundings as 
the super-market, the movies and other 
public places. Signs that walk, signs that 
fly, and signs which promote safety and 
courtesy are presented in a text which 
uses only 98 words. Lively pictures by 
Vana Earle. Library binding. 


Skaar, Grace. THE VERY LITTLE DOG. 
Scott, $2.00. 


This could be the beginning reader’s first 
“dog story.” Using a vocabulary of only 
80 words, and with much repetition, the 
author manages to tell a story that is 
witty, full of suspense and completely on 
the level of a child’s own experiences. In- 
teresting type variations and amusing pic- 
tures. Reinforced. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 
Miss Doris BATES 
Regional Librarian, Brattleboro, Vermont 


Anderson, Paul. YONG KEE OF KOREA. 
Scott, $2.75. 


Yong Kee lives with his father and mother 
in a little village in Korea. He has no sis- 
ters, so has to help his mother wash the 
clothes on stones in the river. The heating 
and cooking are done by burning dry grass 


22 


and he has to crawl in the chimney to 
clean out the soot. His father makes a 
living by going up into the mountains to 
cut grass which he brings down in a jiggy, 
a Y-shaped stick strapped on his back. 
Later he takes it into town to barter for 
necessities. Yong Kee’s ambition to accom- 
pany his father to the mountain is finally 
fulfilled, and he has become a man. 


Bond, Gladys B. BLUE CHIMNEY. Holi- 
day House, $2.75. 


The Scotts moved from Kansas City to 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, where daddy had a 
position in the office of a large lumber 
mill. The night they arrived the mill and 
tenant houses burned to the ground. The 
owner, Mr. Peterson, offered them a won- 
derful place to live in during the summer. 
The whole summer was filled with new 
and exciting times and they came to love 
the mountains, lakes and country people. 


Cook, Olive Rambo. SERILDA’S STAR. 
Longmans, $2.95. 


Serilda loved her beautiful gold locket, but 
even more she loved horses. When she saw 
an injured sickly mare about to be shot, 
she did not hesitate to trade her locket. At 
the same time she met Katie, who was to 
become one of her best friends. Star’s 
response to care and affection was almost 
a miracle. A good horse story, with a 
certain amount of suspense. 


Dalgliesh, Alice. ADAM AND THE 
GOLDEN COCK. Scribners, $2.50. 


An authentic story of three days during 
the Revolution when the regiments of 
Rochambeau camped on their way to join 
Washington. The golden cock is still atop 
the church steeple in Newton, Connecticut, 
and it is there that Leonard Weisgard 
drew inspiration for the lovely illustrations 
which accompany this charming short book. 


Darbois, Dominique. RIKKA AND RIND- 
JI: CHILDREN OF BALI. Follett, 
$2.25. 

Rikka and Rindji are Indonesian children 

living on the Island of Bali. The photo- 


graphs and story tell of their every day 
life in their kampong, or home; how 














banana leaves are used as dishes, of their 
weaving, going to school, working in the 
rice fields, and of the festive side of life 
through their dances and entertainments. 
Through her books, boys and girls will 
realize that despite difference in color of 
skin, costume and ways of living, they are 
all very much alike. 


Darbois, Dominique. PARANA: BOY OF 
THE AMAZON. Follett, $2.25. 


Very similar in format and presentation 
and equally valuable for the Amazon area. 


Graham, Clarence R. FIRST BOOK OF 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. Watts, $1.95. 


A very complete and detailed story of 
libraries from the very oldest to the most 
modern. Marcy, a fourth grader, comes to 
know her home library, how to use the 
catalog and which department to visit if 
records, films or pictures are needed. She 
visits a bookmobile and finds that even 
small rural towns can borrow from a 
county or regional bookmobile. The author 
has described catalog cards, classification 
numbers and reference books in such a 
manner that no one can read the book 
without feeling a desire to visit a library, 
or better yet, become a librarian. 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford. ELI WHITNEY 
AND THE MACHINE AGE. Watts, 
$1.95. 

So often we think of Eli Whitney only as 

inventor of the cotton gin. Actually, this 

was important but one of his minor inven- 
tions. Many things today can be traced 
directly to Eli Whitney and his assembly 
type production and interchangeable parts. 

Clocks, radios, typewriters and many other 

articles owe their parts directly to this 

inventor. A most informative and _fas- 
cinating biography. 


Miers, Earl Schenck. THE STORY BOOK 
OF SCIENCE. Rand McNally, $2.95. 


Fills a definite need for understandable 
material on electricity, electronics, heat, 
food, transportation, including the jets, 
rockets and our atomic age. There is a sec- 
tion on making your own telescope and 


another on oceanography and how im- 
portant it is. 


Steele, William O. THE FAR FRONTIER. 
Harcourt, $2.95. 


No one in the frontier settlement under- 
stood Mr. Twistletree or why he spent 
hours just watching young toads, hunting 
queer plants or looking at grubs which he 
found under the bark of dead trees. Young 
Toby was frightened and heart sick to find 
that his father had bound him out for six 
months to this queer man. His sullenness 
gradually turned to interest, to awe and 
then respect as this man saved them from 
hunger, and finally saved Toby’s life. A 
good story with a wealth of natural science 
woven in. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Mrs. EstHER M. Swirt 


Acting Regional Librarian 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Darwin, Charles. THE VOYAGE OF THE 
BEAGLE. Harper, $3.95. 


An extremely competent abridgment by 
Millicent Selsam of the original edition of 
this great travel-science classic. Beautiful 
illustrations by Anthony Ravielli and ex- 
tremely attractive format make this a very 
welcome addition to our juvenile shelves. 


Kielty, Bernadine. JENNY LIND SANG 
HERE. Houghton, Mifflin, $1.95. 


This title is number 14 of the North Star 
series, and is one of the best to date. 
Jenny Lind was one of the loveliest young 
singers of any day, and her life was almost 
a fairy tale come true. The author has 
done her full justice in this biography, 
without sacrificing fact. 


Kjelgaard, Jim. HI, JOLLY. Dodd, $3.00. 


We have come to rely on this author for 
outstanding tales of adventure and un- 
usual interest. This is no exception. The 
story of the “camel corps” that linked 
Fort Defiance and California in the early 
days of desert travel is an exceptionally 
interesting bit of history. Boys, in par- 





ticular, will find this a welcome change 
from horse and dog stories. 


Lancaster, Bruce. TICONDEROGA: THE 
STORY OF A FORT. Houghton, $1.95. 
Another North Star. release, and one which 
will be of lasting interest here in New 
England, where The Fort played such an 
important part in our earliest beginnings. 
Victor Mays illustrations, in blue half 
tones, add great interest to the text. 


*Olson, Gene. THE BUCKET OF 
THUNDERBOLTS. Dodd, $2.75. 


A story of sports car racing which is more 


than just an exciting tale. It is a subtle 
lesson in good driving manners and racial 
tolerance. While of interest to boys pri- 
marily, it may appeal to the growing 
number of girl car enthusiasts. 


Perrin, Blanche. 
Martins, $2.95. 


The kind of horse story that the girls ask 
for. “Whickery” belongs to Suzy Taylor 
and lives at a Virginia racing stable. She 
is everything that any girl wants in a 
horse: smart, clever, precocious and above 
all, fast. Boys may also like the story, but 
might find it a bit too idealized. 


BORN TO RACE. St. 


Reinfeld, Fred. THE GREAT  DIS- 
SENTERS. Crowell, $2.75. 


John Quincy Adams, Horace Mann, Wil- 
liam Garrison, Henry Thoreau, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes; these were the great of 
their day, and theirs were the ideals we 
hope to have our children cherish for gen- 
erations to come. A truly inspiring multiple 


biography, and one which it is hoped the 
boys and girls will profit from as much as_ 
they will enjoy. 


Rydberg, Ernie. THE MYSTERY IN THE. 
JEEP. Longmans, $2.95. : 


Who ever has enough mystery stories for | 
the teen-agers? This is more than just | 
another mystery, though; it is also a very | 
charming boy-girl romance which is just 
the right kind of relationship for this age | 
group. Should prove to be popular with 
both the boys and girls. 


*Treece, Henry. RIDE INTO DANGER, 

Criterion, $3.50. ’ 
This British author consistently gives us | 
historical novels of unsurpassed excellence. 
The “Black Prince,” the Welch border | 
feuds, and the Continental battles with the 7 
French for Calais, all come alive for us | 
through this story of the half-Norman — 
half-Welch lad, David Marlais. The illus- | 
trations are done by Christine Price who 7 
now makes Vermont her home, and is al- | 
ways delightful whether writing or illus- — 
trating. 


*Vutang, Lin. THE CHINESE WAY OF 

LIFE. World, $2.95. 
American-born Chu Pin travels to the ~ 
land of his ancestors to study in Pekin. | 
Through his eyes and experiences we see 
three thousand years of Chinese life and 7 
culture. Always factual and ever honest, | 
this outstanding Chinese scholar also pic- | 
tures China today and the causes for her 
swing to Communism. A very valuable | 
book which many adults will also enjoy | 
and profitably read. 


Many Oklahomans have been reading an Associated Press release concern- 
ing the bookmobile service in Cleveland, Garvin and McClain counties. Stella | 
Roberts, AP correspondent, took a bookmobile trip recently and her story — 
has been appearing in many newspapers over the State. We think the story 
is almost as exciting as actually being on the bookmobile and witnessing 
the reactions of these enthusiastic library borrowers. Miss Roberts quotes 
several young borrowers, including one young fellow who said, “I never did 
care much about reading, I just read for the fun of it.” 


—Ohklahoma State Library Newsletter © 
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